THE   HISTORY   OF   SPIRITUALISM

objects which could record in material terms that
power which was beyond our human ken. A mind
which would be unmoved by an inspired sentence was
struck into humility and into new paths of research in
the presence of even the most homely of these in-
explicable phenomena. It is easy to call them puerile,
but they effected the purpose for which they were sent
by shaking to its foundations the complaisance of those
material men of science who were brought into actual
contact with them. They are to be regarded not as
ends in themselves, but as the elementary means by
which the mind should be diverted into new channels
of thought. And those channels of thought led
straight to the recognition of the survival of the spirit.
" You have conveyed incalculable joy and comfort to
the hearts of many people/' said Bishop Clark, of
Rhode Island. " You have made dwelling-places
light that were dark before." " Mademoiselle/5 said
Home to the lady who was to be his wife, " I have a
mission entrusted to me. It is a great and a holy
one." The famous Dr. Elliotson, immortalized by
Thackeray under the name of Dr. Goodenough, was
one of the leaders of British materialism. He met
Home, saw his powers, and was able soon to say that
he had lived all his life in darkness and had thought
there was nothing in existence but the material, but
he now had a firm hope which he trusted he would
hold while on earth.

Innumerable instances could be quoted of the
spiritual value of Home's work, but it has never been
better summed up than in a paragraph from Mrs*
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